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COL Jonathan Jaffin serves as Chief of Staff for Complex Battle Injury Task Force in the Army 
Office of The Surgeon General, as position he has held since May 2009.  Prior to this position, 
COL Jaffin has held a variety of military assignments.  He served as a general surgeon for JTF 
Bravo in Honduras from July to December 1986 and at Walter Reed Army Medical Center until 
1988, and as the Group Surgeon for 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) from 1988 to 1990.  In 
1993, he served as the Chief of trauma surgery and surgical critical care at Brooke Army 
Medical Center. He then became the Division Surgeon for the 4th Infantry Division from 1996 to 
1998.  From 1998 to 1999, he served as the chief clinical consultant to the Directorate of Combat 
Development and Doctrine at the AMEDD Center and School.  He was selected to command 
McDonald Army Hospital, Fort Eustis, Virginia from 1999 to 2001.  In 2002, he took command 
of Walter Reed Health Care System, where he served until 2004.  Following command, COL 
Jaffin served as the Chief, Medical Corps Branch, Human Resources Command.  He moved to 
the Medical Research and Materiel Command and served as the Deputy Commander from July 
2006 until September 2008.  During this period he served as the Acting Commander from March 
to November 2007.  He also served as the Director, Warrior Transition Office, OTSG from 
September 2008 to May 2009.  He served as director, Health Policy and Services at the Army 
Office of the Surgeon General from May 2009 to June 2011. 
 
COL Jaffin graduated from Princeton University in 1977 and received his Doctorate of Medicine 
degree from Johns Hopkins University in 1981.  He attended general surgery training at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center and completed a fellowship in trauma and surgical critical care at the 
Washington Hospital Center.  He attended the Army’s Command and General Staff College 
where he earned his MMAS in Military History.  He was an Army War College Fellow with the 
Department of Health and Human Services from 2001 to 2002, working on bioterrorism and 
biodefense issues.  COL Jaffin’s awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service 
Medal Legion of Merit with two oak leaf cluster, the Meritorious Service Medal with six oak leaf 
clusters, the Joint Service Commendation Medal, and the Army Commendation Medal with one 
oak leaf cluster, the Expert Field Medical Badge, the Flight Surgeon Badge, the Parachutist 
Badge, and the Scuba badge. 


