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14 January 2009 

MEMORANDUM FOR ALMAJCOM/SG 

FROM:   HQ USAF/SG3 
110 Luke Avenue, Room 400 
Bolling AFB DC 20032-7050 

SUBJECT:   Change in Administration Route and Dosing Schedule for the Anthrax Vaccine Adsorbed 
(AVA) 

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved changes to the AVA administration route 
and dosage schedule.  The Military Vaccine Agency (MILVAX) has issued instructions that implement 
these changes across the DoD (Atch 1); the Anthrax Vaccine Policy has not changed.  AF Healthcare 
Providers and Immunization Technicians will begin adhering to the following approved changes 
immediately: 

a.  Administration of AVA via the intramuscular (IM) route. 

b.  AVA vaccine will be given as a series of five 0.5-ml IM doses at 0, 4 weeks, 6 
months, 12 months, and 18 months with annual boosters. 

c.  Resume any missed or prolonged delay in the primary AVA series with administration 
of the next dose in the vaccine series; do not restart the vaccine series at the initial dose.  Do not 
administer the AVA vaccine on a compressed or accelerated schedule. 

At this time, the Air Force Complete Immunization Tracking Application (AFCITA) and 
Preventive Health Assessment/Individual Medical Readiness Software (PIMR) have not been updated to 
accept the new AVA dosage schedule.  Therefore, implementing the 5-dose schedule prior to receiving 
the updated software may impact immunization and individual medical readiness numbers in the interim.  
AFCITA and PIMR will be updated and beta-tested at selected locations as soon as possible before the 
software is released AF-wide. 

My POC for this action is Lt Col Michael Lundy, AFMSA/SG3PM, (202) 404-2735, DSN 297-
2735, or Michael.Lundy@Pentagon.af.mil.    

THOMAS J. LOFTUS 
Major General, USAF, MC, CFS 
Assistant Surgeon General, Health Care Operations 
Office of the Surgeon General 

Attachment:  
MILVAX Memo, 16 Dec 08 
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