




THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS 
MAR 1 31009 

The Honorable Carl Levin 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 2010. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 

Sincerely, 

S . Ward Casscells, MD 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS MAR 1 31009 

The Honorable Ben Nelson 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Personnel 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 20 I O. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
S. Ward Casscells, MD 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS 

MAR 1 32009 
The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 20 I O. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. . 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 

s~ 
S. Ward Casscells, MD 



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS 

MAR 131009 
The Honorable Ike Skelton 
 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 2010. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 

Sincerely, 

S. Ward Casscells, MD 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS 

MAR 1 3 2009 
The Honorable Susan Davis 
Chairwoman, Subcommittee on Military Personnel 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Madam Chairwoman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 20 I O. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 

A1I~ 
S. Ward Casscells, MD 



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1200 

HEALTH AFFAIRS 
MAR 1 31009 

The Honorable John P. Murtha 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is submitted in response to the Joint Explanatory Statement 
accompanying the Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, requesting that the 
Secretary of Defense report to the Congressional defense committees no later than 120 
days after enactment of the Act, describing the criteria to be used in determining how the 
funds provided for the establishment of the Spinal Cord Injury Research Program will be 
allocated. 

We are pleased to provide the final report with a plan for the execution and 
management of the Spinal Cord Research Program. The U.S. Army Medical Research 
and Materiel Command will manage the $35 million appropriation for the Fiscal Year 
2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program, using its established execution and 
management cycle. The following time line is anticipated: A stakeholder's meeting will 
take place in March 2009; program announcements requesting research proposals will be 
released in May 2009; an external scientific peer review to evaluate proposals for 
scientific merit is scheduled to occur in October 2009; and the integrated Joint 
Programmatic Committee will programmatically review proposals in December 2009. 

Approval of award recommendations by the Commanding General (CG), U.S. 
Army Medical Research and Materiel Command (USAMRMC), will follow 
programmatic review. Award negotiations will commence following CG's approval and 
will be completed by September 20 I O. USAMRMC will plan, execute and manage the 
fiscal year 2009 Spinal Cord Injury Research Program with the same rigor and integrity 
as it has done in the past. 

Thank you for your continued support of the Military Health System. 
rz ~~ 

~~ 
S. Ward Casscells, MD 


