
PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
Chairman 

Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 

As stated 



 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

PERSONNEL AND JUN - 5 2020 READINESS 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Reed: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 
The Honorable Adam Smith 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops----<lating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 

The Honorable William M. "Mac" Thornberry 
Ranking Member 

Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Thornberry: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 

continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 

respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 

members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 

defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 

As stated 



PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 
The Honorable Richard C. Shelby 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 

As stated 



 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Vice Chairman 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Durbin: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 

defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 

The Honorable Peter J. Visclosky 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops--<lating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 
As stated 

cc: 
The Honorable Ken Calvert 
Ranking Member 



 

  

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JUN - 5 2020 
The Honorable Ken Calvert 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Calvert: 

The enclosed report is in response to Senate Report 116-103, page 239, accompanying 
S. 2474, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2020, detailing the scope and impact of 
respiratory illness on military personnel-particularly on deployed troops-dating from the first 
Gulf War to the present. 

The report provides a detailed review of respiratory illness experienced by military 
personnel. The Department of Veterans Affairs and Department of Defense completed and 
continue to conduct health studies associated with respiratory exposures. To evaluate potential 
respiratory diseases associated with historical exposures, we conducted epidemiological studies, 
with and without associated clinical studies, from 2001 to the present,. 

Thank you for your continued support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and their families. I am sending identical letters to the other congressional 
defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 
Matthew P. Donovan 
US Under Secretary of Defense for P&R 

Enclosure: 

As stated 
















