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This is the FINAL  DECISION of the Assistant Secretar:: of Defense 
(Health Affairs) in the  CHANPUS  Appeal OASD(HA) C a s e  File 79-10 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C 1071-1089 and DoD 6 0 1 0 . 8 - R ,  chapter X. The 
appealing party in  this  case  is the beneficiary, represented by 
the sponsor. The hearing file of record, the tapes  c'r cral 
testimony presented at the hearing, the Hearing Officer's Revised 
Recommended Decision and the Analysis and Recommendatlcn of t h e  
Director, OCHALlPUS have  been reviewed. The  amount in dispute is 
approximately $1,076.50 in hospital charges. It is the i-Iearing 
Officer's  recommendation  that CHAIdPUS coverage  for  inpatient 
care for alcoholism in  excess of 21 days  be denied as t h e  
documentation  in the record does  not support the neaicai 
necessity of  the remaining sixteen  days of care. The .Eirector, 
OCHANPUS  concurs  in the Recommended Decision and recommends  its 
adoption as the FINAL  DECISION of the Acting Assistant Secretary 
of Defense  (Health Affairs). 

The Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense  (Health  Affairs) after 
due  consideration of the appeal  record,  concurs  in the 
recommendation of the Hearing Officer to deny CHAMPUS paynent and 
hereby adopts the recommendation of the Hearing Officer as the 
FINAL DECISION. 

The FINAL  DECISION of the Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Health Affairs) is therefore to approve  CHAJ~IPUS coverage for 
inpatient  care  for  alcoholism from October 1 3  through Novembcr 7, 
1977, and to deny coverage from November 8 through November 2 4  , 
1977. The  decision  to deny coverage cf inpatient  care for 
alcoholism in excess  of 21 days is based on  the  findings t h a t  
such care  was  not medically necessary and above the appropriate 
level of care. 



2 

FACTUAL BACKGROUPID 
1 

The beneficizrv was admitted to .. 

with a diagnosis of "alcohollsrn  by history." According to 
testimony of the beneficiary's spouse, the beneficizry was taken 
to the hospital after he found her unconscious and intoxicated on 
the ba-throom  floor. The hospital records reveal the beneficiary, 
on admission, was very intoxicated and somewhat tremerou;. 
Physical examination wes essentially negative; the Senef iciary 
was noted to be withaat jaundice or liver enlarqernent. An 
abnormal blood pressur2 reading was recorded, 5ut hospital 
records show  thz reading returned to normal early in the 
confinement. 

on October 18, 11177, 

The admission sumnary notes the 34  year old bencficiary reported 
a history of alcohol abuse for nineteen years. She a l so  reported 
a history 3f "binge drinking" lasting four to f i v e  days,  snce or 
twice per month. Blackouts and morning "shakes  were reported. 
The beneficiary denied delirium tremers, hallucinations or 
convulsions. She was previously hospitalized for depression and 
drinking problems in 1973 and 1976. She had been attending 
Alcoholics Anonymous since October 1976 but admitted not adhering 
to the program. The beneficiary also reported r-ceivi:lg 
outpatient psychotherapy for one year Eol lcwinq  the 1376 
hospitalization. 

The beneficiary was admitted to the detoxification unit 2nd 
received routine detoxif ica-tion  care. No physical complications 
were recorded during detoxification. The medical records  reveal 
she was transferred to the war2  on October 19, 1977. 
Psychological testir,g was performed on two occasions during the 
inpatient stay. Iiesults of the first test report the beneficiary 
to be angry, lacking in good insight and able to project blame 
ana responsibility for her behavior onto Gthers. Shz  was 
reported to be more open  with others with  some gain i n  insight 
but with little indication of significant growth in personality 
following the second test. The beneficiary received Librium 
during detoxification, discontinued therafter; ailantin 100 ng. 
was given through thirteen days of the inpatient stay. No 
medications were rendered after the thirteenth day. 

Hospital records indicate the beneficiary was actually introduced 
to the Elements of the rehabilitation phase on October 13, 1977. 
Although apparently fearful,  she  was described in the progress 
and counselor@ s notes as  "pleasant", "cooperative with 
treatment", "cheerful and outgoing. 'I The progress m d  
counselor's notes are very brief and contain very litti? 
information on the actual treatment provided. The medical 
records reveal she participated in qroup therapy and a family 
conference. Vhiln the record doss  not include an individualized 
treatment plan, the facility did provide a description of the 
program, ?resunably applied to the henefici.ar:l herein, consisting 
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of individual and group counseling,  lectures,  readings, films a n d  
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. She apparmtly progressed s l . 0 ~ 1 ~ ~  
but steadily through the five phases  of treatment without 
regression. She was reported to be eating and sleeping we11 at 
the end of the first week. Ki?divid.uai therapy apparently ceased 
after two weeks. No physical  eomplications  were recorded durinq 
the entire confinement. The  discharge summary notes successful 
completion of the program. She  was discharged on November 24, 
1977, the thirty-seventh day of inpatient care. 

A participating CHAMPUS  claim  in  the  amount  of $2,561 was filed 
by the facility. The CHAMPUS  fiscal intermediary for Plebraska, 
Elutual of Onaha  Insurance  Company, issued payment of $1,413.30 
for twenty-one days of inpatient car2. Informal Review and 
Reconsideration by the fiscal intermediary affirmed the denial of 
the remaining sixteen inpatient days based on the regulatory norm 
of twenty-one days for inpatient treatment  of alcghoiism. 

The beneficiary appealed to OCHNIPUS. The OCIiNlPUS First Lsvel 
Appeal Decision affirmed the initial determination and ,Fiscal 
intermediary appeal reviews allowing twenty-one days of inpatient 
care and denying the last sixteen days. The basis of this 
determination was the the medical necessitsr of cars beyond t h e  
normal limit of twenty-one days  under  Department of Defense 
Regulation SO1Q.8-R  was not documented. While t h e  sponsor 
asserted the  ?3encfieiary was also admitted ZQr drug abuse dnd 
alcoholism, 0CE-IAi.iPUS fsund no  evidence ill the medical records :I? 
complaints ar treatment of drug abuse. 

beneficiary appeald and requested a hcarinct which was h c i d  
in Soston, i,lassachusetts on April 2 3 ,  1979 by 
Hearing afficer. The Hearing Off icer submitted her Recommended 
Decision recommending the OC'rIN4PUS dztermination be upheld. Th2 
Director, OCi1ANPUS concurred in the Recommended Decision. The 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (F-Iealth Affairsj 
reviewed the appeal and determined the record was insufficient on 
which to reach a substantive decision. The  Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense  (Health Affairsj remanded the 
appeal to the Ilearing Officer for issuance of a revised 
Recommended Decision following additional attempts by  OC€Ilu'4PUS to 
obtain complete and detailed medical records from  th2 facilitY 
and medical review  under  ths CH,ANPUS/American Psychiatric 
Association Peer Iieview project. While the burden of proof rtsts 
w i t h  the clair~ant to submit medical information in support sf a 
CHX4PUS claim, the case was remanded for further hearing In an 
effort to avoid a FINAL 3ECISICLJ Lased 3n a lack of 2va i l ab lP  
information. 

- .  

In accordance with the REXAND ORDER, the Elearisg Officer 
conducted a second hearing on Z u l y  23, 1,980. The beneficiary and 
ner sponsor declined to appear. 'The Hearing Offiecr has issued 
her iievised Recommended 3ecision. All Friar levels o f  



ISSUES A N D   F I N D I N G S  OF  FACT 

T h e   p r i r n a r y   i s s u e s   i n  this a p p e a l  a re  w h e t h e r   t h e   i n p a t i e n t  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n   f o r   t r e a t m e n t   o f  alcoholism beyond  twenty-one 
d a y s  was (1) m e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r y   a n d  ( 2 )  was t h e   a p p r o p r i a t e  
l e v e l  CIE care f o r   t h e   t r z a - t n - n t  of a l c o h o l i s m ?  

r l e d i c a l l y   N e c e s s a r y  

Vnder t h e  CIiAP4PUS r e g u l a t i o n ,  300 5 0 1 0 . 3 - 2 ,  c h a p t z r  117, ii .l . ,  t ho  
CHAXPUS Sasic Program wiil c 3 s t - s h a r e   m e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r r , '  
services a n d   s u p p l i e s   r e q u i r e d   i n   t h e   d i a g n o s i s   a n d  treatynent ~ 1 :  

i l l n e s s  o r  i n j u r y ,   s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  a p p l i c a b l e   l i m i t a t i o n s  c ! n d  
e x c l u s i c n s .   S e r v i c e s   w h i c h  a r e  n o t   m e d i c a l l y   n e c e ~ s a r y  'ire 
s p e c i f i c a . l i y   e x c l u d e d   u n d e r  Don 6010.8-R, c h a p t e r  I V ,  G . l .  1l:ldcr 
c h a p t s r  11, 3 . 1 9 4 ,  m e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r y  i s  d e f i n e d  a s :  

' I . .  . t h e  l eve l  of  services ai1d s u p p l i s s  ( t h a t  
i s  , f r e q u e n c y ,   t l x t e n t  , and k i n d s  ) adequat ,?  
f o r   t h e   d i a g n o s i s  and t;rec?trnent cf illness or 
i n j u r y . .  . ' I  

"4. A l c o h o l i s n .   I n p z t i e n t   h o s p i t a l .  s t a y s  
ma-? L e  r e q u i r n d  for d e t o x i f  i c a t i D n  services 
d u r i n g   a c u t z  stages :,f a l c o h o l i s m  when t h e  
p a t i e n t  is suzEzr?Lr;rJ  from delirium, 
c o n f u s i o n ,   t r a u m a ,   u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s   a n d   s e v e r e  
m a l n u t r i t i o n ,   a n d  i s  no i o n g e r   a b l e  t o  
f u n c t i o n .   D u r i n q   s u c h   a c u t e   p e r i o d s  of  
d e t c x i f i c a t i c n   a n d   p h y s i c a l   s t a b i l i z a t i o g  
( i . e . ,  " d r y i n g  o u t " )  of t h e   a l c o h o l i c  
p a t i e n t ,  i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y   a c c e p t e d   t h a t   t h e r e  
c a n   b e  a n e e d   f o r   n e d i c a l   n a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  
p a t i e n t ,  i. t-:., t h e r e  i s  a p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  
I n e d i c a l   c o m p l i c a t i o n s  vi11 occur   c lu r ipg  
a l c o h o l   w i t h d r a w l ,   n e c e s s i t a t i n g  t h e  c o z s t a n t  
a v a i i a b i l i c y  af p h y s i c i z n s   a n d / o r   c o m p l e x  
medica l   equipmznt   Found onl:! i n  a h o s r , i t a l  
s e t t i n g .   T h e r e f o r ? ,   i n p a t i e n t   h o s p i t a l  r z r e ,  
d u r i n g   s u c h   a c u t z   l x r i o d s  311d unCl?r s u c : h  

conditions, i s  c o n s i d e r z d  r3aso1lable aqd 
n e d i c a 1 l ; r   n e c e s s a r y  f c r  t h e   t r e a t m e n t  ef  he 
a lcono l i c  p a t i e n t  ;And t h u s  c o v e r e 5  11ncier 
(SHX4PUS. :ictlvF- medical  t r e a t n e n t  :;:f the 
a c u t e  phase c? ~ l c o n c l l c  withdra.iv.i  and khe  

. -  . 
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s t a b i l i z a t i a n   p e r i o d   u s u a l l y  ta!ces f r o m   t h r e e  
( 3 )  tl= s e v e n  ! 7 )  dal:;. 

"a.. R e h a b i l i r a t i v e  P h a s e .  An i n T a t i e n t  
s t a y  for a l c o h o l i s m   ( z i t h e r   i n  a h o s p i t a l   o r  
t h r o u g h   t r a n s f e r  t o  a n o t h e r   t y p e  of 
a u t h o r i z e d   i n s t i t u t i o n )  may c o n t i n u e   b e y o n d  
thr3 t h r e e  ( 3 )  t o  seven ( 7 )  clay per iod ,   i nov ing  
intc: t h e   r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p r q r a m  phs..se. S L ~ c 3  
s u c h  case w i l l  be   revir-wed an i t s  Q w n  aeri?s 
t o   d c t e r m i n e   w h e t h e r  a n  i n p a t i ( 2 n t   ; z t t i ! l q  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  be r e q u i r e d .  

"c. G u t p a t i z n t   P s y c h i a t r i c  T r e a t m e n t  
P r o q r a m s .   O t h e r w i s e   : n e c i i c s l l y   n e c e s s a r y  
s o v e r e d   s e r v i e e s  rslated. t o  c u t p a t i e n t  
p s y c h i a t r i c   t r e a t m e n t   F r o g r a m s   f o r   a l c o h o l i s m  
a re  c o v e r z d   a n d   c o n t i n u e  to Se c o v e r e d  even 
though benefits are  n o t  d v a i l z b i e   f o r  f u r t h e r  
i n p a t i e n t   r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   c p i s 3 d n s I  ;ub j ? c t  +I.:> 
t h e  same p s y c h o t h e r a p y   r e v i e w  c~ulcl?11:1c~s 3s 
o t h e r   d i a g n o s e s .  " 
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phase.   The  combined  program will n o t   n o r m a l l y   b e   a p p r o v e d   f o r  
more t h a n  a maximum of t h r e e  weeks p e r   e p i s o d e .   T h e   a l c o h o l i s r ,  
p r o v i s i o n   s p e c i f i c a l l y   n o t e s   i f i p a t i e n t  care f o r   a l c o h o l i s m   d u r i n g  
a c u t e   p e r i o d  i s  c o n s i d e r e d   r e a s o n a b l e   a n d   m e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r y  
b e c a u s e   o f  t h e  ' I . .  . p r o b a b i l i ' c y   t h a t  medical c o n p l i c a t i o n s  will 
o c c u r   t l u r i i l g   a l c o h o l   w i t h d r a w l   n e c e s s i t a t i n y  t h e  c o n s t a n t  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of p h y s i c i a n s   a n d / o r   c o m p l e x   m e d i c a l   e q u i p m e n t  
( e m p h a s i s   s u p p l i e d )  ." I n p a t i e n t  care may c o n t i n u e   i n t o   t h e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p h a s e ;   h o w e v e r ,  as t h i s   o f f i c e  has  d e t e r m i n e d  in 
p r i o r  FINAL D E C I S I O N S  OASD(3A) 0 2 - 8 0  and 8 0 - 0 4 ,  it i s  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  of severe medical ; ? f f s c t s   o f   a l c o h o l   t h a t   q u a l i f y  t h e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p h a s e   t o  >e c o n d u c t e d   o n   a n   i n p a E i e n t   b a s i s .  
Y h z r e f o r e ,  t o  e x t e n d  CHXIPUS covt?rrage f o r   i n p a t i e n t  care  beyond 
t w e n t y - o n e   d a y s ,   t h e   s p e c i f i e d   R e g u l a t i o n   n o r m ,   t h e  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n   m u s t  be n e c e s s a r y  for t rea tm2n- t  of m e d i c a l  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h  alcohol w i t h d r z w l .  

T h e   m e d i c a l   r e c o r d s   i n  t h i s  a p p e a l  revea l  r,o p h y s i c a l  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s  were e n c o u n t e r e d   d u r i n g   t h e   i n p a t i e n t   s t a y .  A a  
a b n o r m a l   b l o o d   p r e s s u r e  re?,di.?g was corrected ~ a r i y  i n   t h e  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n .  $10 m e d i c a t i 2 n s  were a d m i n i s t e r e d   a f t e r  t h e  
t h i r t e n t h   d a y ;   t h e r e f o r e ,  ~ g n e  were a d m i n i s t e r e d   : J u r i n g   t h e  
p e r i o d   i n   i s s u e   i n  t h i s  appea l .   The  availabl-2 r a c o r d s ,   a l t h o u g h  
l imi t ed ,  reveal  the   S2ne f i c i a r : J   Drocceded   un remarkeb ly  and 
r o u t i r , e l y   t h r o u g h   r e h a b i l i t a t i m ;   h o w e v e r ,   t h e  medical r e c o r d s  20 
n o t  i n d i c a t e  wnat t reatment  :_hi-. b e n e f i c i a r y   r c c e i v z d   d u r i n g  t h ~  
l a s t  s i x t e e n   d a y s   o f   h e r   c o n f i n c n e n t .   P r e s u m a b l y ,  :;he c o n t i n u e d  
2 s t a n d a r d i z e d   p r o g r a m  0 2  l<-.ctures, f i l m s ,  All :neeEings, rzadinc j  
a n d   g r o u p   p a r t i c i p a t i o n .   I n d i v i d u a l   t h z r a p y  cease5 p r i o r  ta thc 
p e r i o d   i n   i s s u e .  !Jane of t h e s e   a c t i v i t i e s   a u t o n a t i c a l l y   r e q u i r e  
a n   i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g .  The nzciical r e c o r i i s   g i v e  ilc i n d i c a t i o n  a 
s t r u c t u r e d   h o s p i t a l   z n v i r o n m e n t   i n v o l v i n g   t h e  u s e  of complex 
med ica l   equ ipmen t  o r  s k i l l e d  m e d i c a l   p e r s o n n e l   , o n t i i l u e d   t o  LIS 

r s q u i r e d   a f t e r   t w e n t y - o n e  cdays. 

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  REMAND ORDER,  OCII,WIPUS o b t a i n e d  a medical rev;.?-/ 
by a p s y c h i a t r i s t  assoc ia ted  v i t h   t h e   A m e r i c a n   P s v c h i a t r i c  
A s s o c i a t i o n .   I n   t h e   o p i n i o n   o f   t h e   r e v i o w i n q   p h y s i c i a n ,  the 
m e d i c a l   r e c o r d s   c o n t a i n  no r e c o r d e d   b a s i s   f o r  t h e  m e d i c a l  
n e c e s s i t y   o f   t h e   i n p a t i a n t  ca re  beyond  twenty-one days 2nd +,.hat 
t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   c o u l d  ha17e r e c e i v e d   o u t p a t i e n t  c.Zr2 a f t e r  thc 
t w e n t y - f i r s t  day .  Th- r e v i e w e r   c o m m e n t e d   s p z c i f i c a l l y   r e g a r d i n g  
t h z   a b s e n c e  of a n   i n d i v i d u a l   t r e a t m e n t   p l a n   a n d  t;hz inzdequ2.cy of 
t h e   d o c u n e n t a t i o n   s t 2 . t i - n g :  



d e n i e d   a n y   s i g n i f i c a n t   p i l l   h i s t o r y   a n d   m i n o r   o r   n a j o r  
t r a n q u i l i z e r   a b u s e .   T h e  meclical reviewer found  no   ev idenc .3  c'f 
a n y   d r u g   a d d i c t i o n   i n   t h e  record: OCIIAp4PUS a t t e m p t e d  t o  S S t a i n  
medical r e c o r d s   o f   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   p e r t a i n i n g   t o   p r e v i o u s  
h o s p i t a l i z a t i c n s  a t  m i l i t a r y  f a c i l i t i e s  w h e r e i n   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r I i  
a n d   s p o u s e   c l a i n e d   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   r e c e i v e d   t r e a t m e n t  f a r  ;f 

c o m b i n a t i o n  of d r u g   a n d   a l c o h o l   d e p e n d e n c y .   N e i t h e r   f a c i l i t y ,  
ilor t h e   N a t i o n a l   P e r s o n n e l   R e c o r d s   C e n t e r   c o u l d  l oca t e  recorcs ,?:l 
t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y ' s   t r e a t m e n t ,  From the r e c o r d ,  I m u s t   c o n c l u d e  
d r u g  re la ted  ;? roblens  were n o t   t h e   s u b j e c t   o f   t r e a t m e n t  i n  t he  
n o s p i t a l i z a t i a n   h e r e i n .  

T h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  also c o n t e n d e d  a-t t h e   h e a r i n g   t h a t   s h n  c o u l d  b z  
d i s c h a r g e d  only w i t h   s t a f f   a p p r o v a l   a n d   t h a t   t h e   f a c i l i t y   h a d  :?a 
set  time f o r   d i s c h a r g e .   S t a t e m e n t s   f r o m   t h e   f a c i l i t y   r e v e a l  ,211 
a v e r a g e   l e n g t h   c f   s t a y   f r o m  2 8  t o  5 6  days  a n d   t h a t   a p p a r e n t 1 1 7  t h e  
f s c i l i t y   d o e s   n o t   d i s c h a r g e  a y:ati!.-nt u n t i l  a l l  s t a f f  inembers 
a p p r o v e   b a s e d  on p r o g r e s s   t h r o u q h  the t r e a t m e n t   p r o g r a m .  1 do 
n o t  q u e s t i o n   t h e   p r o g r a m ' s   r e q u i r e m e n t s ;   h o w e v e r ,  i t  r>qould appear 
r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  t h e  s t a f f  t o  r e c o r d   t h o s e  medical %-7c to r s ,  
c o n d i t i c n s   a n d   j u d g e m e n t s   t h a t  the s t a f f   b e l i e v e s   n e c e s s i t s t e d  
c o n t i n u e d   i n p a t i e n t   r a t h e r   t h a n   o u t p ? , E i e n t  care. I n  t h i s  appeal, 
t h e  medical r e c o r d s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y   s i l e n t   c o n c e r n i n g   z u c h  
j u s t i f i c z t i o n .  

T h e   I l e a r i n g   O f f i c e r   f o u n d  R I ~  i n p a t i z n - t   s e t t i n g  was requirzc!  ;ran 
O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 7 7  t o  iJovemhcr .2, 1 9 7 7  :or Zetoxiiication, 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  :C c o n c u r   i n   t h i s   r m d i n g .  7113 
e v i d e n c e  record established t.hz S e n e f i c i a r v  rnzt t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  i : l p a t i = n t   d e t c s i f i z 2 t i o n   d u r i n g  .an a c u t e  skaqe  
of a l c o h o l i s m .  T h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  was f o u n d   u n c o n s c i c u s  by her 
h u s b a n d   p r i g r  t o  t h e   a d m i s s i o n .  UniJer c113 L'.;.>C7\7e !:it;-.-J 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,   r n e d i c a l   m a n a g e m e n t  of  t h e  benef ic ia r ;7   on   zn  
i n p a t i e n t  b a s i s  i s  a c o v e r e d   b e n e E i t .  

- -  

- .  

A c o m b i n e d   p r o g r a m   o f   d e t o x i f i c a t i o n   a n d   r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  c m  he 
a p p r o v e d   f o r  a r,ormal maximum of t h r e e   w e e k s  F e r  e p i s o d e .   T h e  
H e a r i n g   O f f i c e r  ;T-:ound a n   i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g  for twenty-one  days 
was r e q u i r e d .  I c o n c u r  in t h i s  d e t z r m i n a t i o n   S l t h c u g h  t h e  
h c s p i t a l  record c o n - t a i n s  a n l y  minim.31 s u p p r t   f o r   a n y   i i ; p a t i e n t  
r z h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
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f o r   c h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  leads t o   t h e   c o n c l u s i o n  the f a c i l i t y ' s  
program i s  e s t a b l i s h e d   f o r  a c e r t a i n  minimurn p e r i o d   w i t h o u t  
r e g a r d   t o   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y ' s   p a r t i c u l a r   r e q u i r s m e n t s   f o r  ap, 
i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  I m u s t   c o n c l u d e  the i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g   f r o m  November 2 
t h r o u g h  Noverttber 2 4 ,  1 9 7 7  d o e s   n o t  meet t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f  DoD 
6 0 1 0 . 3 - R  and- p r e v i o u s   d e c i s i o n s  of t h i s   o f f i c e .  I a d o p t  t h e  
I i e a r i n g   O f f i c e r ' s  Recommended D e C i S i G n  t o  a f f i r m   c o s t - s h a r i n g  oi 
t h e   h o s p i t s l i z a t i o n   f r o m   O c t o b e r  1 8  t h r o u q h  November 7 ,  1 3 7 7  and 
to d e n y   c o s t - s n a r i n g   f r o m  P?overnb,cr 3 t h r o u g h  PJoventber 24, 1377 5s 
the r e c o r d   i n   t h i s   a p p e a l  does no t   documen t  t h e  medical aecessit-: 
of  the i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g  beyoild t w e n t y - o n e   d a y s .  

A p p r o o r i a t e   L e v e l   o f  Care 

s u p p o r t s   t h i s   c o n c l u s i o n .  T h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  had. :IC p h y s i c a l  
c o m p l i c a t i c n s   d u r i n g   t h e   p e r i o d  in i s s u e   a n d  thc neCica1 record . ;  

Seen furnlshec-7, on a n   o u t p a t i c n :  5asis .  From rny review of t h e  
a v a i l a b l e   d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  I see no s e r v i c E s   t h a t   c o u l d  3 G t  have  
been   p rov ided   on  a n  o u t p a t i ? n t   b a s i s .  

I n   v i e w  of t h e   a b o v e ,  I adopc  tile H e a r i n g   O f f i c e r ' s   f i n d i n g   t h a t  
i n p a t i e n t  ca-r;? beq7ond twen ty -one   days  :,:as n o t   m e d i c a l l y  r,cessary 
a n c   c o u l d   h a v e   b e e n   p r o v i d e d   o n   a n   o u t p a t i e n t   b a s i s .   T h e r e f o r e ,  
t h e   i n p a t i e n t  care Seyond  twenty-Gne days was above  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t e   l e v e l   o f  care  a n d  e x c l u d e d   f r o m   c o v e r a g e   u n d e r  
CI-IAPIPUS. 



alcoholism as care could have been provided at a lower 1zvel (25 
care or on an outpatient basis. Therefore, the inpatient care 
from November 8 through November 24, 1977 is not covered under 
CHPJIPUS. Issuance  of this FINAL DECISION completes tile 
administrative appeals process under DoD 6010.8-R, chapter X, a n d  
no further administrative appeal is availakle. 

Jbhn 3'. Beary, 111, i1 .D.  
Acting Assistant Secretary 


