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This is the  FINAL DECISION of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Health Affairs) in the  CHAMPUS Appeal OASD(HA) Case 
File 82-10 pursuant to 1 0  U.S.C. 1071-1089  and  DoD 6 0 1 0 . 8 - R ,  
chapter X. The appealing  party  in this case is the 
beneficiary, a retired officer of the United States Navy. The 
hearing file of record, the tapes  of  oral testimony  presented 
at the  hearing, the  Hearing Officer's Recommended Decision and 
the  Analysis  and Recommendation of the.Director, OCHN4PUS have 
been reviewed. The amount in dispute  is approximately 
$ 3 , 8 3 7 . 3 9  in charges from Brookwood Lodge, Valley Springs, 
Warrior,  Alabama,  an alcohol treatment facility. It is the 
Hearing  Officer's recommendation that CHtV4PUS coverage for the 
final s i x  days of inpatient care for alcoholism be  denied as 
not medically necessary, specifically escluded care and  not 
the  appropriate level of care. The Director, OCHM4PUS concurs 
in  the recommended decision and recommends its adoption as  the 
FINAL  DECISION of the Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Health Affairs). 

The Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs) 
after due consideration of the appeal record, concurs in the 
recommendation of the Hearing Officer to deny CHAElPUS payment 
and hereby adopts the recommendation of the Hearing Officer a s  
the FINAL DECISION. 

The FINAL DECISION of the Acting Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Health Affairs) is therefore to approve CHAXPUS 
coverage for inpatient care for alcoholism from February 1 
throuqh February 28,  1 9 8 0  and to deny ccverage from 
February 2 3  through March 5 ,  1980. The decision to deny 
ccverage of inpatient care for alcoholism f o r  the final six 
d a y s  is based on the findings that  such care was not medically 



n e c e s s a r y ,   e x c l u d e d   c a r e   a n d   a b o v e   t h e   a p p r o p r i ? . t e  level of 
care. 

FACTUAL 3ACKGROUND 

T h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  was a d m i t t e d  t o  Brookwood  Lodce, Valley 
S p r i n g s ,  Warrior, Alabama  on  February 1, 1380 w i t h  a p r i n a r y  
d i a g n G s i s   o f   a l c o h o l i s m   a n d  a s e c o n d a r y   d i a g n o s i s  of cnrcnic  
u r i n a r y  t r a c t  p r o b l e m s .   T h e   t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y   r e c o r d s   r e v e a i  
t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  was well- d e v e l o p e d ,   w e l l - n o u r i s h e d ,   a l e r t ,  
s o r i e w h a t   a g i t a t e d   b u t  i n  n o   a c u t e   d i s t r e s s .   I l i I d   t r e r r o r  '.;as 
n o t e d  when i n i t i a l l y   s e e n .  V i t a l  s i g n s  were norma l   excep t  F c r  
s l i g h t  t a c h y c a r d i a .  

T h e   p h y s i c i a n ' s   h i s t o r y   i n d i c a t e s   t h a t   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   b a s  
used a l c o h o l  f o r  s i x t e e n   y e a r s .  H e  f i r s t  became  coxcerned 
a b o u t   h i s   d r u g   p r o b l e m   a r o u n d   a g e   f o r t y - f i v e   a n d   a d m i t t e d  t o  
l o s s  of c o n t r o l   i n   h i s   e a r l y   f i f t i e s .  T h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  vias a 
spree d r i n k e r   w i t h   s p r e e s   u s u a l l y   l a s t i n g   t w o   t o   t h r e e  d a y s .  
The   benef ic ia ry   would   consQme a f i f t h   o f  vodka p e r   d a y  when 
d r i n k i n g .   T h e   p a t i e n t   d e n i e s   a n y   h a l l u c i n a t i o n s   o r  s e i z u r e s  
b u t   h a s   s h a k e s   q u i t e   b a d l y  when wi thd rawing .  

c. 

T h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  w a s  p l a c e d   i n   t h e   d e t o x i f i c a t i o n   u n i t  on 
a d m i s s i o n   a n d  was t r a n s f e r r e d   t o   t h e   r e g u i a r  care u n i t  311 
F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 8 0 .  D u r i n g   d e t o x i f i c a t i o n ,   t h e   p a t i e n t  was 
g i v e n   C l i n o r i l   f o r   a r t h r i t i s ,  Dalmane f o r   s l e e p   a n d   S e r a x   f o r  
n e r v e s .  

T h e   b e n e f i c i a r y ' s   t r e a t m e n t  care was e s s e c t i a l i y  G n e v e n t f u l  
e x c e p t   f r o m   F e b r u a r y  2 2  t h r o u g h   F e b r u a r y  2 3  , 1 9 8 0  when the? 
b e n e f i c i a r y  was t r e a t e d  for u r i n a r y  t r a c t  i n f e c t i o n .  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n   S e g a n  on  F e b r u a r y  3 ,  1 9 8 0  w h i c h   c o n s i s t e d  of 
a s s i g n m e n t  of a c o u n s e l o r ,   g r o u p   t h e r a p y ,   m e e t i n g s ,  lecEcres, 
f i l m s ,   t a p e s ,   a n d   f a m i l y   s e s s i o n s .   R o u t i n e   d i a g n c s t i c   t e s t i n g  
was p e r f o r m e d   i n c l u d i n g   u r i n a l y s i s ,   b l o o d   c o u n t ,   s e r o l o g y  
b l o o d   c h e m i s t r i e s ,   c h e s t   x - r a y ,  EXG and blood e n z p t 3 s .  
R e s u l t s  were r e p o r t e d   t o   b e   w i t h i n   n o r m a l  l i n i t s  f o r  all 
d i a g n o s t i c  s tud ie s .  

T h e   m e d i c a l   r e c o r d s   i n d i c a t e   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   p r o c j r e s s e d   s l o w l y  
d u r i n g   t h e   f i r s t  two w e e k s   c f   r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  Ee was 
c o n f u s e d ,   d e t o x i f y i n g ,  ar,d c l e f e n s i v e   a g a i n s t  t h e  t r e a t z e n t .  
A f t e r   t w o   w e e k s   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  was a b l e   t o  look xcre 
r e a l i s t i c a l l y  a t  h i s  d r i n k i n g   p r o b l e m .  I!o z e d i c a l   p r c h 1 e n . s  
were r , o t e d   e x c e p t   f o r   t h e  t rea tment  c? u r i n a r ? '  t r a c t  
i n f e c t i o n .  
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would  have a gcod chaxce of stayir,g 
Alcoholics  Anonynous, continuing care, 
marital issues and becones involved in 

sober if he uses 
resolves some of his 
activities outside his 

marriage. The total length of hospitalization was thirty-fccz 
days. 

A CHMIPUS participation claim totaling $3,837.39, was filed b-*T 

the beneficiary Gith the CIIAI4PUS Fiscal Intermediary for 
Alabama, l4utual of OmEtha Insurance Company (Mutual) . Xutuzl 
initially allowed twenty-one days of inpatient stay for 
detoxification and rehebilitation (February 1 through 
February 21, 1980) and denied the remaining period. from 
February 22 through Xarch 5 ,  1980. Payment was issued to t h o  
provider  in  the arcount cf $1,826.47. 

Informal Review and Reconsideration decisions by Hutual 
extended CI-IAbIPUS benefits to February 28,  1380, because th?e 
medical records substantiate a change in the beneficiary's 
condition (urinary tract infection) on February 22 vihich 
required inpatient observation and  tests. However, thr 
medical  review by Plutual denied CHAI4PUS benefits for the 
period of February 29 through $larch 5 ,  1980 because there was 
no evidence of complications justifying a 1onc;er  stay. 

The beneficiary appealed. to CCHXJPUS. The OCIIAXPUS Zornal. 
Review affirred the Infornal Review and Reconsideration on the 
hasis ti12 record did not establish that inpatient 
rehabilitation treatinent was medically necessary nor the 
appropriate level of care during the period in  question. 
Eowever, the OCHMIPL'S Informal Review did allow cost-sharing 
f o r  the first two days t h e  beneficiary ivTas in the acute 
detoxification unit and t h e  $8.00 charqe for the Xi\lPI test. 

The beneficiary appealed and requested a hearing which was 
held at Birningham, Alabama on  July 14, 1982 before Don F. 
Wiginton, Hearing Officer. The Hearing Officer has submitted 
his recormended decision. All prior levels of administrative 
appeal have been exhausted  and issuance of a FINAL DECISION is 
proper. 

ISSUES AND FINDINGS GF FACT 

The primary issues in this a?peal arc whether the inpatient 
hospitalization for treztment of alcoholism was (1) medically 
necessary, and (2) was the appropriztc level of care for the 
treatment of alcoholisa. 

rledically IJecesszyJ 

Ynder the C!i;d.IPUS r c g u l a t i c n ,  DGD 6 0 1 0 . 3 - 2 ,  chapter IV, A. I., 
t h e  CIitL',IPUS 3asic Prcgrar?. will ccsz-share zedically Ilecessary 
:;crvj.ccs 2nd supplizs Z E G U ~ ~ C ~  i~ ~ r n c  dizgnosis ana trcatmsnt 

.I 
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of illness or injur;r, subject to a l l  applicable linitstlons 
and exclusions. Services which are not medically necessary 
are specifically excluded (chapter IV, G. 1.). L'nder chapter 
11, B . 1 0 4 ,  medically necessary is defined as: 

I t .  .. the level of services and supplies 
(that is, r'requency, extent and kincis) 
adequate for the diagncsis and  treat- 
ment of illness or injury ...." 

This  general concept of "medically necessary'' is further 
defined in relation to the extent of C H X I P U S  coveraqe of 
inpatient care for alccholism by DoD 6010.8-;1, chapter IV, 
E.4. , as follows: . 

"4. Alcoholism. Inpatient hospital stays 
may be reouirea for detoxificztion 
services during acute stages of alcoholism 
when the patient is suffering r'rcrn 
delirium, confusion, trauma, unconscious- 
ness and severe malnutrition, 3rd is 
no longer able to function. Durinq 
such acute periods of detoxification 
and physical stabilization (i-e., 
"drying O U ~ " )  of the alcoholic Fatient, 
it is generally accepted that khere 
can be a nee6 for medical managenent 
of the patient, i.e., there is a 
probability that medical complicaticns 
will occur during alcohol tlrithdrzwal, 
necessitztir-g  the constant availability 
of ;?hysicians and/or complex necical 
equipment found only in a hospital 
settinu. Therefore, inpatient 
hospital care, during such acute 
periods and under such conditions, 
is considered reasonable and ~edicaliy 
necessary for the treatment of the 
alcoholic patient and thus covered 
under CHMIPUS.  Active neciical 
treatment of the acute phase of 
alcoholic withdrawal and the 
stabilization pericd usually t akes  
from three ( 3 )  to seven (7) days. 

a. Rehabilitative Phase. .%n 
inpatient stay f o r  a lcohol ism ( .cz i thzr  



phase.  Each  such case will be reviewed 
on its  own rnerits to determine whether 
an inpatient setting continues to 
be required. 

If a contifiued inpatient rehabilitative 
stay prinarily involves administration 
of antabuse therapy  and the patient has 
no s e r i o u s  physical complications other- 
wise requiring an inpatient stay, the 
inpztient environment would not be 
considered necessary and therefore 
benefits could not be  extended. 

b. Repeated Rehabilitative Stays: 
Limited to Three ( 3 )  Episodes. Even if 
a case is determined to be appropriately 
continued Gn an inpatient basis, 
repeated rehabilitative stays will be 
limited to three ( 3 )  episoces (lifetixe 
maximum) ; and  any further rehabilitative 
stays ars not eligible for benefits. 
However, inpatient stays r'cr the acute 
stage of aicsholism requiring dztcxificaticn/ 
stabilizaticn will continue to be covered. 
T7hen the inpatient hGspital setting is 
medicall-y required, a combined program 
of detoxification/stabilization and 
rehabilitation will normally not be 
approved.  for xore than a maxinun of 
three (3) Tweeks per episode. 

c. Outpatient Psychiatric Treatment 
Programs. Otherwise nedically necessary 
coverea services related to cutpacicnt 
psychiatric treatnent programs f o r  
alccholism zre covered and contir,ue to 
be covered even thougn benefits are not 
availabls ?or further inpatient 
rehabilitative episcdes, subject to the 
same psychotherapy review guidelines as 
other diagncses. 'I 
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p h y s i c i a n s   a n d / o r   c o m p l e x  mediczl equipment  . . . ' I  (Zz?:?asis 
s u p p l i e d . )   I n p a t i e n t  czre may c o n t i n u e   i n t o  ths 
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p h a s e :   h m - e v e r ,  a s  t h i s   o f f i c e  hzs F r e v i o u s l ; /  
d e t e r n i n e d  in FIlJAL D Z C I S I O t J  (OASD (HA) 0 2 - 1 0 )  and ( O A S D  (53.) 
0 4 - 3 0 )  it i s  t h e  2 r s s e n c z  of s e v e r e   m e d i c a l   e f f e c t s  of a l c = h s 1  
t h a t   q u a l i f y   t h e   r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p h a s e   t o  h e  conducted  a? 
i n p a t i e n t   b a s i s .   T h e r e f o r e ,  t o  e x t e n d  C3X-IPUS coyrera-,.e f e r  
i n p a t i e n t  care Seyond  twenty-cne d ~ y s  , L  he s p e c l r i e c :  
r < e g u l a t o r y   n o r m ,   t h e   h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n   x u s t   b e  necessary f ~ r  
t r e a t r , e n t  of m e d i c a l   c o m p L i c a t i o n s   a s s o c i a t e d  vj i th  aicsi-.ci 
w i t h d r a w a l .  The? m e d i c a l   r e c o r d s   i n   t h i s   a p p e a l   i n z i c a t e  
b e n e f i c i a r y  was t r e a t e d  for a r t h r i t i s ,   n e c r o s i s ,  and - 7 7 4  LL -.iL- - = - - .  ? 
t r a c t  i n f e c t i o n .  The p a t i e n t  was known t o  have a r t5r l t i s  
2rior t o  h i s   a d m i s s i o n .  Treatnent  of z r t h r i t i s  was c s n t i n - ~ z i i  
t h r o u g h o u t   h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,   h u t  was l i z i t e d   t o   z d n i n i s t r z c i c n  
or' oral m e d i c a t i o n s   d a i l y   t h r o u g h   i - l a r c h  5 ,  1 9 8 0 .  L' !I 2 

m e d i c a t i o n   f o r  t h e  n e r v o u s n e s s  was d i s c o n t i n u e d  c ; ~  Fcblruar .~ 4 ,  
1339. The m e d i c a t i c n s   f o r   t h 2   u r i n a r y  t r a c t  i n f e c t i c n  
( ? m , p i c i l l i n ,   P y r i d i u n ,  m.d A s p i r i n )  xere a d n i n i s y e r e e  s n l y  
Z u r i n g  t h e   p e r i o d  Februarlr  2 2  t h r c u g h   f e b r u E r y  2 8 ,  1982. ?I s 
ilcjtea b y  t h e   H e a r i n g   O z f i c e r ,   t h e r e  1.vjaS nc docunen tzT ioz  
r o n c e r n i n g  t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y ' s   t r e a t m e n t  ?or t h e  FerLcE ir, 
q u e s t i o n   o t h e r  t h a n  a n   a b s t r a c t  sumrmry  :ahizh  indics.t?d t h e  
beneficiary w a s  g i v e n  t h e  ! 2 p p o r t u n i t y   t o  ". . . ~ r o c e s s  5:s 
r c s p c n s e   t o   h i s   ' f i f e ,  2s well as  h e r   r e a c t i s n  i n  x a r n ~ l y  xeek. '' 

. - .  . 

- 

. .  
- .  

The appeal r e c o r d   i n c i u d c s   m e d i c a l   r e v i e v   c p i z i o n s  by tk-,g 
A m e r i c a n   P s y c h i a t r i c   A s s o c i s t i o n .  4s d i s c u s s e d   i n  khe d e a r i : ~ ~  
O f f i c e r s  Reconmended i l e c i s i o n ,  a s p e c i a l i s t  i n  p s y c f i l z t r l -  
o2ined t h a t   t h e   f i l e   l a c k e d   d o c u m e n t a t i o n  that  ?%*.sulci s u p c r t  
o r  r e b u t   t h e  medical n e c e s s i t y  fsr t h e   t r e a t z e n t  fron Febr t ia ry  
3 9  t h rough   Narch  5 ,  1 9 8 0 .  He f u r t h e r   i n 2 i c z t e d   t h a t  the l ack  
of such d o c u m e n t a t i o n   s u g g e s t s   t h a t  care c o u l d  have been  
p r c v i d e d   o n  a n  o u t p a t i e n t   b a s i s   a n d   t h e  p t i e z t  was no t  
released ear l ie r  because  of t h e  g e n e r a l  -Jhiioscchy c f  :he 
t r e a t m e n t   c e n t e r .  

.- 
3 . .  

I n  a d d l t i o n   t o   t h e   n e d i c a l   r e v i e v ,   t h e  apTeal r e c o r d   i n c i u d e s  
t e s t i m o n y   f r o n   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   a n d   v a r i c c s  merders or' t h e  
t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y   s t a r f .   A l t h o u g h  these i n d i v i c u z l s  s t z t ea  
t h e   q c n e r a l   p h i l o s o p h y  of t h e   t r e a t z e n t   f z c i l i t y   x h i c h  
r e q u i r e s  a t h i r t y - t w o   t o   t h i r t y - f o u r  Z a y  h c s ? i t a l i z a t i o n ,  they 
d i d  n o t  p r e s e n t   a n y   d o c u s e n t a t i o n   c c n c c r n l n g   t r e a t n e n t   f o r  t:?e 
n e r i o d  i n  q u e s t i o n .  T h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  r?ereiv i z c i c a t e e   t h a t  
t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  was q i v e n   t h e   o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " ... ~rocess ?is  
lrcsponse to 11:s w i f e ,  tis we1.I 2s h e r  rcactiGn i;-, fax;lil\. w e e k .  
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1 9 3 0  was n o t   r , e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r y   a n d  n o t   t h e   a p p r o p r i a t e   l e v e l  
of care. I c o n c u r   i n   a n d   a d o p t   t h i s  f i n d i n g .  

I n  r e v i e t r i n g   t h z   a p p e a l   r e c o r d ,  I h a v e   n o t e d   t h e   t c s t i n o n y  of 
t h e  Medical D i r e c t o r   f o r   t h e   t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y ,   t h e  
c o u n s z i o r s ,   a n d   t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y   t h a t   t r e a t m e n t   f o r   t h i r t y - f o u r  
days w a s  r e q u i r e d   t o   c o m p l e t e   t h e   r e h a b i l i t a t i v e   p h a s e  of t h e  
program. A s  d i s c u s s e d   a b o v e ,   t h e   r e a s o n   f o r   t h e   t h i r t y - f o u r  
d a y   i n p a t i e n t  care was because  of the   gene ra l   ph i l c soph : ;  of 
t h e   t r e a t n e n t   f a c i l i t y  and n o t   b e c a u s e   t h e   p a t i e n t  wzs bein? 
treated f o r  a p h v s i c a l   c o m p l i c a t i o n   w h i c h   r e q u i r e d   i n 9 , a t i e n t  
care beyond  FebrGary 2 8 ,  1 9 8 0 .  From t h e   e v i d e n c e  of r e c o r d ,  1. 
c c n c i u d c   t h e  general  p h i l o s c p h y  of t h e   t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y  
r e q u i r i n g  a t h i r t y - t w o   t o   t h i r t y - f o u r   d a y   s t a y  i s  t h e  pri3s.r.r 
reason f o r   t h e   l e n g t h  of i n p a t i e n t   s t a y .  The p l a n  of 
t r e a t m e n t   p r e s c r i b e d   a n d   c o n d u c t e d   a f t e r   F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  
was 02 a t y p e   t h a t   d i d   n o t   r e q u i r e   r e t e n t i o n   i n   a n   i n p a t i e n t  
s t a t u s .   T h e r a p y   c o u l d   h a v e   b e n n   a d e q u a t e l y   p e r f o r m e d  on an  
o u t p a t i e n t  basis. 

- 

I n  summary, I f i n d .   t h e   i n p a t i e n t   t r e a t m e n t  to be s . e d i c e l l y  
n e c n s s a r y   f c r   t h e   t r e a t n e n t  of a l c o h o l i s m  arid v i t h i n  th2 - 
CIILV.IPUS r e g u l a t o r y   c r i t e r i z ,  a s  cited.  a j o v e ,  from Februa ry  1 
t h r o u g h   F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  1 9 8 0  ( t w e n t y - o n e   d a y s ) .  F u r t h e r ,  1 2 i z u  - 

t h e   i n p a t i e n t   t r e a t m e n t   f r o m   F e b r u a r y  2 2  t h r o u g h  Februar:/ 2 8 ,  
1 3 8 0  t o  be x e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r y  for t h e   t r e a t m e n t  of a u r i z a r y  
t r a c t  i n f e c t i o n .  The r e c c r d   s u p p o r t s  CEANPUS c o v e r a g e  for t k 2  
nornai p e r i d  authorized b y   t h e   R e g u l a t i o n   f o r  a conS inea  
program of d e t c x i f i c a t i o n   a n d   r e h a b i l i t a t i o n   a n d   c o v e r a q e  i G r  
t h e  t r e a t x e n t  of t h e  u r i n z r y  t r a c t  i n f e c t i o n   w h i c h  i nc rzzsed  
t h e   h o s p i t a l i z , z t i o n  an  a d d i t i o n a l   s e v e n   d a y s .  I furt32r 
a d o p t ,  2.s i n d i c a t e d  c.'ucve, t h e   f i n d i n g s  of t h e   H e a r i n q   O f f i c e r  
r e g a r d i n g   t h e   r e c o r d ' s   f a i l u r e  t o  document t h e  p r c c e n c z  of r, 
p h y s i c a l   c o z p i i c a t i c n   t h a t   r e q u i r e d   i n p a t i e n t  care beycnd 
F e b r u a r y  2 8 ,  i 5 8 0 ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  I f i n d  t h e  i n p a t i e n t  care from 
F e b r u a r y  25j th rough  Xarch  5 ,  1 9 8 0  n o t   t o   b e   m e d i c a l l y  
n e c e s s a r y  and n o t  w i t h i n  t h e   R e g u l a t i o n ' s  c r i t e r i a  for 
c o v e r a g e   o f   a l c o h o l i s i n   i n p a t i e n t  care.  CHANPUS c o s t - s h a r i n g  
Of t h c  l n p a t i e n t  care f rom  February  2 9  t h rough   i l a r ch  5 ,  l 3 8 0  
i s  d e n i e d .  

APDroDriate   Level  of C a r e  



ar, o u t p a t i e l l t  b a i s .  From t h e  a p p e a l  record,  i t  sppears x 2  . ,  
p a t i e n t ' s   p r i n c i F a l   E f f o r t s   d u r i n g   t h e   p e r i c d  i n  i s s u e  xerc 
sub jec t i7 j . e  and riot c o n t i n g e n t   u p o n   i n t e r a c t i o n  w i k h  th? s t a - 5 .  
The reports i n d i c a t e   t h e   p a t i e n t  xsed t h i s  time t o  z x z z i ; ~  
i s s u e s   i n   h i s  aa r r iage ,  v e r b a l i z e  sone of h i s   e m o t i o n s  2 ~ 6  
c r y s t a l i i z e  his a c c e p t a n c e   s f   h i s   a l c o h o l i s m .   A g a i n ,  i? 
appears t h e   p r i m a r y   r e a s o n   f o r   t h e   c o n t i n u e d   h o s p i t a l i z a c l o n  
w a s  t h e   t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y ' s   p h i i o r G p h y  of c o n t i n u i y q  
i n p a t i e n t  care f o r   t h i r t y - t w o  t o  t h i r t y - f o u r  days .  n'b -1 

a b s e n c e  of p h y s i c a l   c o n p l i c a c i c n s   r e q u i r h y  t h e  conti:;xsc? 
i n p a t i e n t   s t a y   b e y o n d  February 2 3 ,  3 .980 ,  slso fcrces  cn2 _ .  

c o n c l u s i o n   a n   i n p a t i e n t   s e t t i n g  was n o t   r e q u i r e d .  

- _ _ . .  

S e c c n d a r y   I s s u e s  



c o n s i s t e n t   i n   t h e   a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  medic21 n e c e s s i t y  
l i m i t a t i o n  to the t r e a t m e n t  of a l c o h o l i s m .   I n   h i s  ?..ppeai, t h e  
b e n e f i c i a r y   h a s   p o i n t e d   c u t   i n s t a n c e s   w h e r e   t h e   . f i s c a l  
i n t e r m e d i a r y  h a s  g r a n t e d   c o s t - s h a r i n g   f o r   t r c a t x c n t  b2yc;l.d t h e  
t w e n t y - c n e   d a y   l i m i t z t i o n .   T h e   t r e a t m e n t   o f   a l c o h o l i s n ,  l i I r e  
any  medical d i s e a s e ,  i s  v e r y  f a c t  s e n s i t i v e   a n d   i n d i v i d u a i ,  
To  avoid b e i n g   a r b i t r a r y   a n d   c a p r i c i o u s ,   t h e   r e g u l a t i o n s  a1l-w 
f o r   e x c e p t i o n s  a s  was g r a n t e d   i n   t h i s   b e n e f i c i a r y ' s  case \:hers 
c o s t - s h a r i n g  was ex tended  t o  i n c l u d e   t h e   t r e a t m e n t   f o r  h i s  
u r i n a r y  t r a c t  i n f e c t i o n .  

However, t o  c o n t e n d   t h a t   b e c a u s e  OCHF-:-lPUS zr,d t h e  -fiscal 
i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  have g r a n t e d   e x c e p t i o n s   i n   t h e   p a s t  SaseC z n  
m e d i c a l   n e c e s s i t y   t h a t   t h i s   b e n e f i c i a r y  i s  e n t i t l e d  
c o s t - s h a r i n g  f o r  t h e   p e r i o d  i n  i s s u e   d i s r e g a r d s  t h e  2 s c t s   a n 2  
t h e   r e g u l a t o r y   r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I am i n p r e s e e d ,  a s  was t h c  
Hearing  Off ic : : r ,  5 y  t h e   f a c t   t h a t   n e i t h e r   t h s   b e n e f i c i a r y  n o r  
h i s   w i t n e s s e s   t e s t i f i e d   t o   h i s   p a r t i c u l a r   a c t i v i t i e s   d u r i n c ;  
t h e  l a s t  w e e k   e x c e p t   s u g g e s t i n g   t h a t   h e   r e c e i v e d   s u b j e c t i v e  
growth .  A s  i h s v e   p r e v i o u s l y   f c u n d ,   s u c h   t r c a t n e n t  i s  Z G E  
available f o r   c o s t - s n a r i n g   c n   z n   i n p a t i e n t   b a s i s .  

R e t r o a c t i v i t y  of CI-I,+-IPUS c o s t - s h z r i n q   w h e r e   t h c   S e n e f i c i z r y  
remaiiis i n   t h e   t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t v  based on nedical  advice. 
The b e n e f i c i a r y   h a s  rnade t h e   a r g u m e n t  t h a t  GCHX.IPUS Should 
n l l ~ w  c o s t - s h a r i n g   f o r   t h e   t r e a t m e n t  of a l c o h o l i s m  beyonc', t h e  
t w e n t y - o n e   d a y   l h i t a t i o n  for b e n e f i c i a r i e s  who remain  based. 
c n   m k d i c a l  advice.  A s  irxiicated s.bove, the I ? e q u l a t i o n  zlLm?s 
cos t - s I1ar ing   beyond twenty-Dne d a y s   x h e n   x e d i c a l l y   n e c e s s a r : ' .  
However, t h e   b e n e f i c i a r y  f a i l e d  t o  p rcduce   any  ev:~1;3ncs . -  
which ir ldicatzs t h e  i n p a t i e n t  care f C r  r h e  l a s t  S i x  dzys T - - . -  i'J C 

Cor t h e   t r e a t m e n t  of a n   F l i n e s s  3r i n j u r y .  The a p p e a l  reccrc! 
d o e s   e s t a b l i s h   t h a t   c o n t i n u e d   i n p a t i e n t  cs re  was based  on ti12 
g e n e r a l   p h i l o s o p h y  of t r e a t m e n t   f a c i l i t y   b e c a u s e   n o   r e d i c a l  
t r e a t m e n t   o c c u r r e d   i n   t h e  l a s t  s i x  days. i n   t h z   a b s e n c e  of 
t r e a t m e n t   r e c o r d s ,  it c a n n o t   b e   e s t a b l i s h e d   t h a t  t h e  i n p a t i e n t  
care f rom  Februa ry  2 9  t h r o u g h   i i a r z h  5 ,  1 3 8 0  q u a l i f i e s  as 
a u t h o r i z e d  CHMlPUS care. !.7hile a p a t i e n t  i s  f r e e  t o  chGose 
care z c c e p t a b l e  t o  hiin  and t c  fo l low t h e  acivise o f   h i s  
p h y s i c i a n ,  it i s  i n c u m b a n t   u p o n   t h e   p a t i e n t   a n d   h i s   p h y s i c i a n  
t o  d o c u m e n t   t h e  care s u f f i c i e n t l y  t c  meet t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
CIIAPIPUS coverage. 




