DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC

22 October 2008

MEMORANDUM FOR ALMAJCOM/SG

FROM: HQ USAF/SG3
110 Luke Avenue, Room 400
Bolling AFB DC 20032-7050

SUBJECT: Use of Tubersol® as the Preferred Brand of Tuberculin

This memo supports the attached ASD(HA) Policy Memo, HA 08-012, “Policy for the
Use of Tubersol® as the Preferred Brand of Tuberculin.”

In recent years, pseudo-outbreaks of latent TB infection within both the AFMS and DoD
have been traced to the use of Aplisol® and false positive results. Subsequent investigations have
revealed that the same individuals identified as tuberculin positive with Aplisol® test negative
with Tubersol®. Therefore, Tubersol® will be the preferred brand of tuberculin, effective
immediately. Acquisition and use of Aplisol® will be limited to times of supply shortages of
Tubersol®.

My POC for this memorandum is Lt Col Philip Gould, AFMSA/SG3PM, (202) 767-
4268, DSN 297-4268, or Philip.Gould@Pentagon.af.mil.

Assistant Surgeon General, Health Care Operations
Office of the Surgeon General
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SUBJECT: Policy for the Use of Tubersol as the Preferred Brand of Tuberculin

Tuberculosis is one of the three leading causes of death worldwide. The threat of
tuberculosis is a significant threat to force health protection and a public health problem
that requires surveillance, treatment, and the implementation of control measures. Skin
testing with an intradermal purified protein derivative (PPD) is the most common
diagnestic aid used to identify persons latently infected with Mycobacterium
tuberculosis.

There are two brands of PPD currently available in the United States, Aplisol
(Parkedale) and Tubersol (Sanofi Pasteur). There are multiple reports in the medical
literature that associate Aplisol with false positive tuberculin skin tests. These false
positive tests may result in lengthy treatment with medications that have potentially
harmful side effects and falsely label the patient as infected, resulting in no future
screening for tuberculosis. In addition to the risk to our beneficiary population, false
positive tuberculin skin tests also consume medical and personnel resources, affecting our
mission capability and readiness.

Therefore, Tubersol will be the preferred brand of tuberculin effective

immediately. Subsequent acquisition of tuberculin will be consistent with this policy.
Acquisition and use of Aplisol will be limited to times of supply shortages of Tubersol.
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S. Ward Casscells, MD
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