
PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

The Honorable Mike D. Rogers JAN 1 9 2021 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Rogers: 

The Department's response to section 742(a)(2) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), "Modification of Requirements for Longitudinal 
Medical Study on Blast Pressure Exposure of Members of the Armed Forces," which requires an 
annual status report on the longitudinal medical study on blast pressure exposure, is enclosed. 

The goal of section 734, also referred to as the Blast Overpressure Study (BOS), is to 
improve the Department's understanding of the impact of blast pressure exposure from weapon 
systems on the Service members' brain health and better inform policy for risk mitigation, unit 
readiness, and health care decisions. Section 734/BOS continues to leverage existing work and 
expertise across the various lines of inquiry. Results from these efforts will inform safety 
standards and medical policy to protect Service members' health. 

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and families. I am sending an identical letter to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 

Matthew P. Donovan 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

JAN 1 9 2021 
The Honorable Adam Smith 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Department's response to section 742(a)(2) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), "Modification of Requirements for Longitudinal 
Medical Study on Blast Pressure Exposure of Members of the Armed Forces," which requires an 
annual status report on the longitudinal medical study on blast pressure exposure, is enclosed. 

The goal of section 734, also referred to as the Blast Overpressure Study (BOS), is to 
improve the Department's understanding of the impact of blast pressure exposure from weapon 
systems on the Service members' brain health and better inform policy for risk mitigation, unit 
readiness, and health care decisions. Section 734/BOS continues to leverage existing work and 
expertise across the various lines of inquiry. Results from these efforts will inform safety 
standards and medical policy to protect Service members' health. 

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and families. I am sending an identical letter to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 

Matthew P. Donovan 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
JAN 1 9 2021 

Ranking Member 
Committee on Armed Services 

United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Reed: 

The Department's response to section 742(a)(2) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), "Modification of Requirements for Longitudinal 
Medical Study on Blast Pressure Exposure of Members of the Armed Forces," which requires an 
annual status report on the longitudinal medical study on blast pressure exposure, is enclosed. 

The goal of section 734, also referred to as the Blast Overpressure Study (BOS), is to 
improve the Department's understanding of the impact of blast pressure exposure from weapon 
systems on the Service members' brain health and better inform policy for risk mitigation, unit 
readiness, and health care decisions. Section 734/BOS continues to leverage existing work and 
expertise across the various lines of inquiry. Results from these efforts will inform safety 

standards and medical policy to protect Service members' health. 

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and families. I am sending an identical letter to the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 

Matthew P. Donovan 

Enclosure: 
As stated 



PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
Chairman JAN 1 9 2021 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Department's response to section 742(a)(2) of the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92), "Modification of Requirements for Longitudinal 
Medical Study on Blast Pressure Exposure of Members of the Armed Forces," which requires an 
annual status report on the longitudinal medical study on blast pressure exposure, is enclosed. 

The goal of section 734, also referred to as the Blast Overpressure Study (BOS), is to 
improve the Department's understanding of the impact of blast pressure exposure from weapon 
systems on the Service members' brain health and better inform policy for risk mitigation, unit 
readiness, and health care decisions. Section 734/BOS continues to leverage existing work and 
expertise across the various lines of inquiry. Results from these efforts will inform safety 
standards and medical policy to protect Service members' health. 

Thank you for your continued strong support for the health and well-being of our Service 
members, veterans, and families. I am sending an identical letter to the House Armed Services 
Committee. 

Sincerely, 

//SIGNED// 

Matthew P. Donovan 

Enclosure: 
As stated 
















