
PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
FEB - 9 2021 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Department's report in response to Senate Report 115-290, pages 210-211, 
accompanying S. 3159, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2019, on Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Outcomes Research (OPOR), is enclosed. 

This report summarizes the projects selected for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 funding, and 
covers the total congressional appropriations for OPOR during this period ($ lOM). The FY 2019 
OPOR Program Programmatic Panel selected 10 projects (29.4 percent of compliant applications 
received) for funding based on peer-reviewed ratings and evaluations from researchers, 
clinicians, biostatisticians, bioethicists, technology transfer experts, and consumer advocates. 
Further, the panel considered the relevance of each project to the Defense Health Program 
mission and the OPORP, as evidenced by adherence to the intent of the award mechanism, 
OPORP portfolio composition, military relevance, and relative impact. These 10 projects reflect 
a diverse set of distinctive OPOR topics of scientific inquiry, with potential for significantly 
improving the well-being of Service members, veterans, and others with limb deficits. 

Thank you for your continued strong support of our Service members, veterans and 
families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//S// 

Virginia S. Penrod 
Acting 

cc: 

The Honorable Richard C. Shelby 
Ranking Member 



 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

The Honorable Betty L. McCollum 
FEB - 9 2021 Chair 

Subcommittee on Defense 
Committee on Appropriations 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Madam Chair: 

The Department's report in response to Senate Report 115-290, pages 210-211, 
accompanying S. 3159, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2019, on Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Outcomes Research (OPOR), is enclosed. 

This report summarizes the projects selected for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 funding, and 
covers the total congressional appropriations for OPOR during this period ($1 OM). The FY 2019 

OPOR Program Programmatic Panel selected 10 projects (29 .4 percent of compliant applications 
received) for funding based on peer-reviewed ratings and evaluations from researchers, 
clinicians, biostatisticians, bioethicists, technology transfer experts, and consumer advocates. 
Further, the panel considered the relevance of each project to the Defense Health Program 
mission and the OPORP, as evidenced by adherence to the intent of the award mechanism, 
OPORP portfolio composition, military relevance, and relative impact. These 10 projects reflect 
a diverse set of distinctive OPOR topics of scientific inquiry, with potential for significantly 
improving the well-being of Service members, veterans, and others with limb deficits. 

Thank you for your continued strong support of our Service members, veterans and 
families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//S// 

Virginia S. Penrod 
Acting 

cc: 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 
Ranking Member 



//S// 

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

The Honorable Adam Smith FEB - 9 2021 
Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Department's report in response to Senate Report 115-290, pages 210-211, 
accompanying S. 3159, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2019, on Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Outcomes Research (OPOR), is enclosed. 

This report summarizes the projects selected for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 funding, and 
covers the total congressional appropriations for OPOR during this period ($1 OM). The FY 2019 
OPOR Program Programmatic Panel selected 10 projects (29.4 percent of compliant applications 
received) for funding based on peer-reviewed ratings and evaluations from researchers, 
clinicians, biostatisticians, bioethicists, technology transfer experts, and consumer advocates. 
Further, the panel considered the relevance of each project to the Defense Health Program 
mission and the OPORP, as evidenced by adherence to the intent of the award mechanism, 
OPORP portfolio composition, military relevance, and relative impact. These 10 projects reflect 
a diverse set of distinctive OPOR topics of scientific inquiry, with potential for significantly 

improving the well-being of Service members, veterans, and others with limb deficits. 

Thank you for your continued strong support of our Service members, veterans and 
families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

Virginia S. Penrod 

Acting 

cc: 
The Honorable Mike D. Rogers 
Ranking Member 



UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
4000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-4000 

PERSONNEL AND 

READINESS 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
FEB - 9 2021 

Chairman 
Committee on Armed Services 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

The Department's report in response to Senate Report 115-290, pages 210-211, 
accompanying S. 3159, the Department of Defense Appropriations Bill, 2019, on Orthotics and 
Prosthetics Outcomes Research (OPOR), is enclosed. 

This report summarizes the projects selected for Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 funding, and 
covers the total congressional appropriations for OPOR during this period ($1 OM). The FY 2019 
OPOR Program Programmatic Panel selected 10 projects (29.4 percent of compliant applications 
received) for funding based on peer-reviewed ratings and evaluations from researchers, 
clinicians, biostatisticians, bioethicists, technology transfer experts, and consumer advocates. 
Further, the panel considered the relevance of each project to the Defense Health Program 
mission and the OPORP, as evidenced by adherence to the intent of the award mechanism, 
OPORP portfolio composition, military relevance, and relative impact. These 10 projects reflect 
a diverse set of distinctive OPOR topics of scientific inquiry, with potential for significantly 
improving the well-being of Service members, veterans, and others with limb deficits. 

Thank you for your continued strong support of our Service members, veterans and 
families. I am sending similar letters to the other congressional defense committees. 

Sincerely, 

//S// 

Virginia S. Penrod 
Acting 

cc: 
The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
Ranking Member 
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