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INTRODUCTION  

This report is in response to section 718 of the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 (Public Law 119–60), “Plan and Report by Defense Health Agency 

Relating to Chiropractic Clinics at Military Installations.” Section 718 requires the Director, 

Defense Health Agency (DHA) to submit a report that includes a comprehensive plan and 

assessment regarding chiropractic services on military installations.. 

Specifically, this report outlines the plan developed by DHA to reopen any chiropractic clinic at 

a military installation that was closed prior to the enactment of the NDAA for FY 2026, provided 

the clinic previously offered chiropractic services and averaged at least 400 visits per month. 

Additionally, the plan addresses the transition and methodology for compensating chiropractors 

stationed at military installations under the General Schedule (GS) pay system. 

Furthermore, this report evaluates the overall utility of chiropractic services, detailing the 

specific clinical benefits to members of the Armed Forces, the current and projected availability 

of these services, and the associated delivery costs. 

BACKGROUND  

Chiropractic care is a health care profession that focuses on disorders of the musculoskeletal and 

nervous system, and the effects of these disorders on general health. Chiropractic care is used 

most often to treat neuromusculoskeletal complaints including, but not limited to, back pain, 

neck pain, pain in the joints of the arms or legs, and headaches. Spinal manipulations and other 

treatment modalities can be provided manually or with the assistance of mechanical or electrical 

devices. 

Under the NDAA for FY 1995 ((Public Law 103–337), the Department conducted an initiative 

through the Chiropractic Health Care Demonstration Project (“project”) at over 10 military 

medical treatment facilities (MTFs), which the Department later extended and increased to a total 

of 13 sites. Patients reported improvements in their health status, pain severity, and overall 

activity levels compared to traditional care provided. Based on the pilot findings, Congress 

established a chiropractic care benefit for Service members under the Floyd D. Spence NDAA 

for FY 2001 (Public Law 106–398), and more clinics opened in 2002. 
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Installation GS Grade GS-12 w/Locality 

Naval Station Newport Rhode Island GS-12 $100,992.33 

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst GS-12 $105,480.71 

Pentagon GS-12 $102,414.54 

Naval Support Activity (NSA) Bethesda GS-12 $102,414.54 

NSA Bethesda GS-12 $102,414.54 

Naval Air Station (NAS) Oceana GS-12 $90,838.04 

Naval Base Norfolk GS-12 $90,838.04 

Langley Air Force Base (AFB) GS-12 $90,838.04 

Fort Lee GS-12 $93,498.96 

Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Cherry Point GS-12 $89,576.40 

Camp Geiger GS-12 $89,599.34 

Camp Lejeune GS-12 $89,599.34 

NAS Jacksonville GS-12 $89,507.59 

NAS Pensacola GS-12 $95,326.42 

MacDill AFB GS-12 $89,507.59 

MacDill AFB GS-12 $89,507.59 

Maxwell AFB GS-12 $89,507.59 

Keesler AFB GS-12 $89,507.59 

Naval Station Great Lakes GS-12 $100,059.48 

Scott AFB GS-12 $91,778.54 

Barksdale AFB GS-12 $89,507.59 

Lackland AFB GS-12 $90,822.75 

Lackland AFB GS-12 $90,822.75 

Davis-Monthan AFB GS-12 $91,205.07 

Kirtland AFB GS-12 $90,478.67 

Camp Pendleton GS-12 $102,246.32 

Naval Base San Diego GS-12 $102,246.32 

NAS North Island GS-12 $102,246.32 

MCAS Miramar GS-12 $102,246.32 

NAB Coronado GS-12 $102,246.32 

MCAGCC Twentynine Palms GS-12 $104,349.06 

NAS Lemoore GS-12 $89,958.72 

Travis AFB GS-12 $104,349.06 

Naval Base Kitsap GS-12 $100,602.37 

Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson GS-12 $101,206.43 
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Barksdale AFB 110 97 

Vilseck 155 200 

Davis Monthan AFB 169 0 

Eglin AFB 55 0 

Joint Base Elmendorf-Richardson 211 184 

Fort Meade 190 181 

Hurlburt AFB 161 0 

Lovell FHCC 269 248 

Keesler AFB 120 99 

Kirtland AFB 154 161 

Lackland AFB 553 100 

Landstuhl 484 439 

Langley AFB 252 57 

Luke AFB 164 0 

MacDill AFB 512 325 

Maxwell AFB 239 55 

Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst 170 51 

Nellis AFB 15 14 

MCAS Beaufort 159 0 

Camp Pendleton 85 189 

NAS Jacksonville 215 215 

Camp Foster 46 0 

Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 

Center Twentynine Palms 64 86 

Naval Base Kitsap 227 208 

MCAS Cherry Point 398 153 

NAS Lemoore 207 95 

Naval Station Newport 417 340 

NAS Pensacola 181 161 

MCB Quantico 511 0 

Camp Lejeune 371 172 

Naval Base Norfolk 153 176 

Naval Base San Diego 742 1018 

Offutt AFB 191 0 

Scott AFB 360 167 

Tinker AFB 63 0 

Travis AFB 208 161 

Air Force Academy 206 0 

NSA Bethesda 357 397 

Wright Patterson AFB 134 0 
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Cost  

 

The  cost of providing chiropractic  services to ADSMs,  based on a staffing model with a 1:1 ratio 

of  chiropractor and the  chiropractor’s technical support staff, is approximately  $226K  per year.   

Any anticipated additions  for  chiropractic services must  consider space  limitations and civilian 

staff budgets.   Excluding clinic space  requirements, the cost to provide  minimum  (chiropractor +  

technician)  chiropractic  services at  parent  MTFs not currently providing chiropractic services to 

ADSMs  would be  approximately $19M.   The Government Accountability Office  (GAO)  report 

GAO-05-890R, “Defense Health Care:  DOD Has Established a Chiropractic Benefit for  Active  

Duty Personnel,” September 6, 2005, noted  that while  chiropractic care may  complement 

traditional medical care,  it did not offset the  cost  of this care  with a corresponding reduction in 

traditional care  costs, as identified in the Department’s “Final Chiropractic  Health Care  
Demonstration Program Report,” February 2000.  

 

CONCLUSION  

 

DHA  understands and appreciates the importance  of quality medical care to our ADSM  

population. The assessment of clinical visits, by monthly average, allowed for data-driven  

consideration of our clinical services,  and identified opportunities to convert  contractor billets to 

the GS. The  Department  remains intently focused on supporting the  health of our  Service  

members and understands  the value that chiropractic care  can provide  for  this population.  
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